
 

 
 

Recasting of European Directive LVD 
(2014/35/EU) 

DUTIES OF ECONOMIC OPERATORS  
Manufacturer Duties 

Manufacturer is the natural or legal person who manufactures electrical material, or who has such material 
designed or manufactured, and who markets such material under its own trade name or trademark. Any 
economic operator who places electrical material into the stream of commerce under its own trade name or 
trademark, or who modifies such material in a manner that impinges on its conformity, shall be considered the 
manufacturer, and consequently shall assume all relevant duties related thereto.  
Upon placing their electrical material into the stream of commerce, the manufacturers shall abide by the following: 
1. Safety. Ensure that the product has been designed and manufactured in a manner that conforms to all safety 

goals, by carrying out (whether directly or via a third party) the conformity assessment procedure. 
2. Documentation. Affix the “EC” plate, draft technical documentation and the EU conformity affidavit, retaining 

the same for ten years beginning on the date in which the electrical material was placed into the stream of 
commerce. The EU conformity affidavit must be translated into the language or languages required by the 
Member State into whose market the electrical material is released or made available. 

3. Production Control. Ensure that all necessary procedures have been put into place to guarantee that the 
serial production continues be conforming. The manufacturer must duly keep track of modifications related to: 

a. Design. 
b. Product characteristics. 
c. Regulations and other technical specifications. 

4. Tracking. Guarantee that a type, lot, and serial number (or any other element allowing the item to be 
identified) be placed on the electrical material once placed into the stream of commerce. Alternatively – 
should the electrical material’s size or nature not allow for it – provide such required information on the 
exterior of the package, or in accompanying documentation. 

5. Tracing. On all electrical material, indicate the manufacturer’s name, their registered company name or 
registered trademark, the mailing address where they may be reached or if such placement is impossible, on 
the electrical material’s packaging or an accompanying document. The contact information must be in a 
language easily understood by the end user or the market-oversight authorities. To streamline communication 
among economic operators, the market-oversight authorities, and consumers, Member States must encourage 
economic operators to provide their website as well as their mailing address. 

6. Instructions and Information. Guarantee that the electrical material is accompanied by safety instructions 
and information in a language that is easily understood by consumers and other end users, as determined by 
the interested Member State. Such safety instructions and information – as with all other labeling – must be 
clear, comprehensible, and legible. 

7. Market Monitoring. Carry out – when and if necessary – a sample test on the electrical material made 
available in the marketplace, review all complaints, non-conforming material, assess any recalls, maintain a log 
for the same, and inform distributors of such monitoring. 

8. Risk Analysis. The manufacturer must include, in its technical documentation, a proper risk assessment, in order 
to fulfill the directive’s essential requirements. The application of standardized regulations to the product is 
one method for fulfilling those essential requirements. The diagram appearing at § 4.1.2.2 of the Blue Guide 
explains this principle clearly. 



 

 
 

Importer and Distributor Duties 
Importer is the natural or legal person with operations inside the European Union who places electrical material 
coming from a non-EU country into the stream of commerce within the EU. Distributor is the natural or legal 
person – other than the manufacturer or importer – who places electrical material into the stream of commerce. 
Importers and Distributors must ensure that the electrical material is conforming, and that the manufacturer has 
discharged all his duties, as summarized in the preceding paragraph. Furthermore: 
1. Tracing. Importers must indicate their company name, registered trade name or registered trademark, and the 

mailing address at which they may be reached, or where that is not possible, on the electrical material’s 
packaging or accompanying documents. The contact information must be in a language easily understood by 
the end user or the market-oversight authorities.  

2. Instructions and Information. Importers ensure that the electrical material is accompanied by safety 
instructions and information in a language easily understood by consumers and other end users, as 
determined by the interested Member State. 

3. Market Monitoring. Importers – where deemed necessary – must carry out a sample test on electrical 
material placed into the stream of commerce, review complaints, non-conforming material, assess any recalls, 
maintain a log for the same, and inform distributors of such monitoring. 

4. Documentation. Importers – for ten years following the placement of the electrical material into the stream of 
commerce – must retain the EU conformity affidavit in a manner accessible to market-oversight authorities. 
They must further guarantee that – upon request – technical documentation be likewise made available to 
such authorities. 

5. Should Importers and Distributors deem the electrical material to be non-conforming with safety 
requirements, they shall not make the material available in the marketplace until it has been made to 
conform. If the electrical material has already been made available in the marketplace, they must immediately 
take corrective action, by rendering the electrical material conforming, or by withdrawing or recalling it from 
the stream of commerce, as the case requires. Furthermore, when electrical material is hazardous, they must 
inform the manufacturer and the competent oversight authorities in the Member States, indicating with 
specificity the discovered non-conformities, and which corrective measure has been taken. 

6. Importers and Distributors shall guarantee that – while the electrical material is under their care, custody, and 
control – no warehouse and transport conditions jeopardize such material’s safety compliance. 

7. Importers and Distributors – upon any justified request by a competent national authority – must provide the 
latter all information and documentation (in paper or electronic form) needed to demonstrate the electrical 
material’s conformity, in a language that may be easily understood by such authorities. Importers and 
Distributors must further cooperate with such authorities, on their request, with any action undertaken to 
eliminate the risks presented by the electrical material placed by the former into the marketplace. 

 

Cases in which Manufacturer Duties Apply to Importers and Distributors 

An importer or distributor shall be deemed a manufacturer, and be subject to all attendant duties, 
when it places electrical material with its own trade name or mark into the stream of commerce, or 
when it modifies electrical material already in the stream of commerce in a manner that conditions its 
compliance with the instant directive. 
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